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theorising digital identities

- Koen leurs

Twitter: @koenleurs



Digital identity 
as

performative

“Hyves groups” Midia, 13-year-old (15 April, 2009) 

Twitter: @koenleurs



Front/backstage &
avoiding context collapse

“I now really have a chance 
to show myself.  

To explore who am I and 
what am I going to do.” #Schizophrenia – Instagram post Amani

#Schizophrenia – Instagram post Amani, 17-year-old

Twitter: @koenleurs



Personal digital archives

Lifeline
Diary

Testimony

Patrisia, 15-year-old

Jack, 16-year-old

Mohammed, 17-year-old
Twitter: @koenleurs



Theorising the opportunities of digital play

Giovanna Mascheroni
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• Affordances-in-practice (Costa, 2018; Berriman & 

Mascheroni, 2019)

• Affordances as both functional and relational

(Hutchby, 2014)

• ‘environment of affordances’ (Madianou

• and Miller, 2013)

• Affordances as processual: they operate through

requests or demands and by allowing, 

encouraging, discouraging or refusing users’ 

practices.

Theorising digital play through the lens of affordances
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Hybrid playthings and 
connected play

• The digital and the material (digital materialities, Pink 
et al., 2016)

• The online and offline
• Toys and media
• Local and global
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Liveliness

12/07/2021

Martina (8 yo, Family 1): If you can believe, I 
even tried to close his eyes but he knew it.  

Interviewer: What do you mean to close his 
eyes?

Martina (8 yo, Family 1): So, to put your hands 
on it, but he knew it so he won even if I closed 
its eyes.  

Interviewer: Do you mean is he able to 
understand if the colours are correct even if you 
cover his eyes? 

Martina (8 yo, Family 1): Yes, since it is 
practically connected to the phone and to the 
cubes so it understands everything.
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Olivia (Mother, Family 2): One 
thing that made me laugh is 
that for our youngest, it is a 
puppy.  So, she would pet it, 
give it kisses ...  What really 
impressed me was that even 
though it is small and hard, it 
remains a little soft toy

Affective Stickiness
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Yeah (laughs). To be honest it was like, everyone would

get it [the Tamagotchi] to show off, how it told you how

good your life is and stuff like that, and then, obviously, 

mine wasn’t really good because mine died, but everyone

else’s was like, really high and every one would get it in 

to show off how long it would last for. (Aliyah, 14)

Portability
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Rosaria (mother, Family 4): He had put the couch pillows, 

then with a little folder he made the ramp, the problem is

when it arrives [to the edge],  […] it has no grip, I don't

know how to say it, as long as it goes, it goes. As soon as he 

stops it, it rolls over, so you can make it jump, and it lands

on the pillow. Then Matteo succeeded, he succeeded because

in the end he realized that if he took something more rigid

than that, like a book, Cozmo would almost have jumped to 

fall on the pillow. So he could do well and fall on the soft or 

"sbang sbang" and roll off the pile of pillows. No, no, but he 

had found a way to make it fly, get it on the ramp.  

[…] let’s say an improper use of the little robot Cozmo

Adaptability
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• The affordances of traditional toys – that invite

imaginative play, practices of care and affection – have

been augmented by the new sets of affordances that

bear closer resemblance to mobile media (portability, 

affective stickiness) and robotics (liveliness).

• play practices that were previously requested or 

encouraged are now demanded

Conclusions
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Prague, November 2016
Prague, November 2016

Social robots and children

A few words on opportunities

Jochen Peter

Amsterdam School of 

Communication Research ASCoR

University of Amsterdam
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Image references: “Pleo robot” by Jiuguang Wang, downloaded from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pleo_robot.jpg, licensed under 

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license 

“Edicion 2012” [Furby] by Oiba03082003, downloaded from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:71FSfYL74TL._SL1500.jpg, licensed under 

the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International licence

“Toy roboter-dog Aibo in Dortmund's DASA – Arbeitswelt Ausstellung” by Sven Volkens, downloaded from 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Aibo-DASA.JPG, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Amsterdam School of Communication Research / ASCoR
23

Image references: “Cozmo” – own picture

“NAO Robot” by Softbank Robotics Europe, downloaded from https: //commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NAO_Robot_.jpg, licensed under the 

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license 

“Pepper the robot” by Softbank Robotics Europe, downloaded from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pepper_the_Robot.jpg, licensed under 

the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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Some opportunities

• Education and learning (e.g., Belpaeme et al., 2018)

• Relationship formation (e.g., Van Straten et al., 2020)

• Therapy (e.g., Cabibihan et al., 2013)

Belpaeme, T., Kennedy, J., Ramachandran, A., Scassellati, B., & Tanaka, F. (2018). Social robots for education: A review. Science Robotics, 3(21), 

eaat5954. https://doi.org/10.1126/scirobotics.aat5954

Cabibihan, J.-J., Javed, H., Ang, M., & Aljunied, S. M. (2013). Why robots? A survey on the roles and benefits of social robots in the therapy of children 

with autism. International Journal of Social Robotics, 5(4), 593–618. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12369-013-0202-2

Van Straten, C. L., Peter, J., & Kühne, R. (2020). Child–robot relationship formation: A narrative review of empirical research. International Journal of 

Social Robotics, 12(2), 325–344. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12369-019-00569-0


